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The Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish 
Band of Pottawatomi Indians 
(Gun Lake Tribe) 
The Three Fires Confederacy, an 
alliance of the Pottawatomi 
(Bodewadmi), Ottawa (Odawa) and 
Chippewa (Ojibwe). 
Tribal Nations in the Great Lakes 
region are also known as the 
Neshnibek, or original people.





Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Demographics

1,676 acres of Tribal land

610 Tribal Citizens

Government Campus located 
in Shelbyville, Michigan





Jijak Property



Jijak Gises 
Project Team
• Melissa Brown – Business 

Contact, Senior Director 
of Operations

• Elizabeth Binoniemi Smith 
– Technical Contact, 
Environmental Director

• Shawn McKenney – 
Environmental Specialist





We, the members of the Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish 
Band of Pottawatomi Indians of Michigan, will 
maintain our elders’ vision, integrity, spirituality, 
culture and economic self-sufficiency by protecting 
our sovereignty, treaty rights, traditions, land and 
natural resources for our future generations.



Jijak Gises Project
• Objective 1. Complete all 

planning and preparations for 
the installation of photovoltaic 
solar array

• Objective 2. Install and grid 
connect 88,000 kWh 
photovoltaic solar array

• Objective 3. Fulfill all 
Department of Energy (DOE) 
grant requirements





Before the Jijak Gises Project
• 2015 Climate Change Adaptation Plan 
• Tribal Council Strategic Plan includes a long-

term goal to enhance infrastructure and 
strengthen Tribal self-sufficiency by 
expanding renewable energy programs and 
alternative power sources

• Renewable Energy Master Plan facilitated by 
DOE NREL

• Photovoltaic feasibility studies for four Tribally 
owned properties, including the Jijak Property

• Installed small solar arrays at the Tribal 
housing development and Luella Collins 
Community Center

• Retrofitted the government buildings and Gun 
Lake Casino with LED lights



Jijak Gises Project
69 KW Solar Array
• Up to 100% of the electrical 

consumption of the dining hall, 
rec hall, cabins/bathrooms, 
sugar house, powwow arena, 
auxiliary buildings and other 
outdoor lights at the property. 

• 88,000kWh Annual Electric 
Consumption

Federal funds requested: $270,149

Cost-share proposed: $68,127

Total Project Costs: $338,276



Jijak Gises Project
• Save over $312,000 over the life of the 

system
• $12,550 annually

• Reduce the Tribe’s reliance on non-
renewable energy sources

• Increase renewable energy generating 
capacities

• Conserve the environment for the next 
seven generations

• Enhance and strengthen Gun Lake Tribe’s 
sovereignty and economic stability 

• Save 3,000 tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions over the life of the system



Jijak Gises Project 
• Awarded October 1, 2023
• Constructed May – June 2024
• Grid connected/Deployed July 16, 

2024
• Generates between 10 – 12 MWh 

per month
• $1,000+ savings per month
• On track to meet and possibly 

exceed generation goal
• https://egauge95423.egauge.io/ng/

https://egauge95423.egauge.io/ng/


Jijak Gises Project 

• 68.87 kW, 142 panels
• 88,056 kWh estimated annual 

production
• $11,045 estimated annual 

electric bill savings 
• $206,431 project cost











Jijak Garden 
Solar Array

• 4.85 kW, 20 panels
• 6,168 kWh estimated annual production
• $688.34 estimated annual bill savings
• $23,733 project cost
• Install/Deployed September – October 2024



Wisgak Conservation



Mnomen Restoration



Nmé Rehabilitation



Pollution Prevention



Education and Outreach



Migwech! 
(Thank you!)
elizabeth.binoniemi-smith@glt-nsn.gov
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