
Proposed Action Title: 

Program or Field Office: 

Location(s) (City/County/State): 

Proposed Action Description: 

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied: 

For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each 
categorical exclusion, see Subpart D of 10 CFR Part 1021. 

Regulatory Requirements in 10 CFR 1021.410(b): (See full text in regulation) 

The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D. 

To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) threaten 
a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE 
or Executive Orders; (2) require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities 
(including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or 
facilities; (3) disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that 
preexist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant 
impacts on environmentally sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart 
D, Appendix B; (5) involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive 
species, unless the proposed activity would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release 
into the environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part 
1021, Subpart D, Appendix B. 

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the 
proposal. 

The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other actions 
with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning limitations on actions 
during preparation of an environmental impact statement. 

Based on my review of the proposed action, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other 
regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

NEPA Compliance Officer: Date Determined: 

Office of Environmental Management
U.S. Department of Energy 

Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

http://energy.gov/nepa/downloads/10-cfr-1021-department-energy-national-environmental-policy-act-implementing
psarlouis
Text Box
(This form will be locked for editing upon signature)
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	Proposed Action Title: TA-03-271 Sample Management Office (SMO) Renovation
	Office Name: Environmental Management Los AlamosField Office (EM-LA)
	Location: Los Alamos, New Mexico
	Proposed Action Description: Demolition work will include• removing a plywood ramp in the southeast Shipping & Receiving area and replacing it with a concrete ramp and handrail.• removing a low wall in Shipping & Receiving area.• removing a sliding steel door in Quality Assurance area.• removing a chain link fence on the north side of Quality Assurance area.• completing concrete repairs on the uneven areas of the floor on the east side of the warehouse inside the building.Plumbing work will include• replacing the small water heater.• extending the natural gas line into the Quality Assurance area for a new radiant heater.• Constructing two restrooms.• heat tracing the existing water main at the point where it enters the building on the south side.Fencing renovations will include• removing the chain link fence and gate on the north side of the Quality Assurance area.• replacing the insulated wall with a roll up door.• installing a sliding gate to the existing chain link fencing on the west side of the north Shipping & Receiving area.• installing a fencing with a sliding gate for a Quality Assurance inspection area.Architectural renovations will include• purchasing office furnishings, including desks and chairs for computer terminals and inspection table for Quality Assurance.• installing shelving for Quality Assurance and Shipping & Receiving areas.• installing a caged fencing for Quality Assurance.• insulating the Quality Assurance east walls and ceiling.• installing a new insulated wall for north side of Quality Assurance area.• installing a new access door from the Shipping & Receiving office area into the warehouse.• Installing a new roll up door in the new Quality Assurance north wall for access into cold storage area.Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) renovations include• installing a radiant heater in the Quality Assurance area.• installing evaporative cooling and exhaust fans in the Shipping & Receiving, Quality Assurance, and Sample Management areas.Electrical renovations include• installing a forklift charging station.• replacing old lighting with light-emitting diode (LED) fixtures.• installing new data cabling for Shipping & Receiving, Quality Assurance, and office areas.• replacing old light fixtures on the exterior of building and installing additional lighting.Roofing/Flashing/Gutters renovations include• extending the rain gutter on the west side of the building.Regular construction debris (industrial waste) is expected to be generated, and disposal of this debris and existing equipment will adhereto an approved waste disposal path. Demolition of all fixed structures requires advance notice to NMED in accordance with ResourceConservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit condition 1.17. This notification will be provided in the quarterly demolition reportprepared by Regulatory Compliance.Prior to initiation of any demolition, the building will be surveyed for hazardous materials, including asbestos, polychlorinated biphenyl(PCBs), and lead containing materials. Appropriate plans will be developed to handle any hazardous building materials properly and inaccordance with all environmental and safety regulations and requirements.Equipment used will consist of a concrete truck and a backhoe. Excavation will be required to allow for a new concrete stem wall footingand extended sanitary waste line. Removed soil will be tested and characterized for hazardous materials (Toxic Substances Control Act(TSCA) waste, such as PCB/asbestos) and disposed of per approved waste path. Some dust will be produced from concrete sawcutting. Staff will wear and use appropriate safety gear to prevent negative impacts. The construction will involve grinding/cutting ofmetal, as well the potential for welding on certain surfaces. Therefore, there is a risk of negative impact from spark/flame-producingactivities, as well as from use of chemicals associated with welding (e.g., acetylene gas).Building TA-03-271 is a historic building that dates to the Cold War era. Triad National Security, LLC, historic building specialists recentlysubmitted a report to the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) recommending that the building is not eligible for listingin the National Register of Historic Places. Project Management will wait for SHPO concurrence on that eligibility determination beforeperforming any work.The DOE is aware of the November 12, 2024 decision in Marin Audubon Society v. Federal Aviation Administration, No. 23-1067 (D.C. Cir. Nov. 12, 2024). To the extent that a court may conclude that the CEQ regulations implementing NEPA are not judicially enforceable or binding on this agency action, the DOE has nonetheless elected to follow those regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500–1508, in addition to the DOE’s procedures/regulations implementing NEPA at 10 CFR 1021, to meet the agency’s obligations under NEPA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq.
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