
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Determination 

Categorical Exclusion 

Recipient: The Morris Model Partnership 
State: Minnesota 

Project Title: 
Energizing Rural Communities Phase 2: Partner Track – The Morris 
Model Partnership Inspiring Minnesota 

OCED NEPA Control Number: OCED‐ERC Phase 2 Partner‐004‐CX 

Based on my review of the information concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer 
(authorized under DOE Policy 451.1), I have made the following determination: 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX) APPENDIX, NUMBER, AND DESCRIPTION: 
B5.16 Solar Photovoltaic Systems 
(a) The installation, modification, operation, or decommissioning of commercially available solar 
photovoltaic systems: (1) Located on a building or other structure (such as rooftop, parking lot or facility, 
or mounted to signage, lighting, gates, or fences); or (2) Located within a previously disturbed or 
developed area. (b) Covered actions would be in accordance with applicable requirements (such as land 
use and zoning requirements) in the proposed project area and the integral elements listed at the start 
of appendix B of this part, and would be consistent with applicable plans for the management of wildlife 
and habitat, including plans to maintain habitat connectivity, and incorporate appropriate control 
technologies and best management practices. 
B4.14 Construction and Operation of Electrochemical‐Battery or Flywheel Energy Storage Systems 
Construction, operation, upgrade, or decommissioning of an electrochemical‐battery or flywheel energy 
storage system within a previously disturbed or developed area or within a small (as discussed at 10 CFR 
1021.410(g)(2)) area contiguous to a previously disturbed or developed area. Covered actions would be 
in accordance with applicable requirements (such as land use and zoning requirements) in the proposed 
project area and the integral elements listed at the start of appendix B of this part, and would 
incorporate appropriate safety standards (including the current National Fire Protection Association 855, 
Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems), design and construction standards, 
control technologies, and best management practices. 

Rationale for Determination: The $15 million Energizing Rural Communities (ERC) Prize challenges 

individuals and organizations to develop partnership plans (the partner track) or innovative financing 

strategies (the finance track) to help rural or remote communities improve their energy systems and 

advance clean energy demonstration projects. This prize is part of the $1 billion Energy Improvements in 

Rural or Remote Areas (ERA) Program, created by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Clean 

Energy Demonstrations (OCED). The ERA Program supports projects that improve the resilience, 



The Morris Model Partnership Inspiring Minnesota project activities would include: expanding a solar 

photovoltaic array at Morris Area School District Bus Garage to power electric school buses; installation 

of a 90 kWh lithium-iron-phosphate demonstration battery at UMN Morris; community outreach; and 

workforce training and development. The batteries are 24 lithium-iron-phosphate PHI 3.8 kWh LFP 

batteries. This battery type is required to be installed in an insulated shipping container to comply with 

Minnesota fire code standards. The school bus garage building was constructed in 2022. 

DOE has analyzed the potential effects of the total project and determined that the proposed project 

fulfills all conditions, including integral elements of each categorical exclusion applied in this CX 

determination. DOE has considered potential impacts on resources, including those of an ecological, 
historical, and cultural nature. DOE does not anticipate adverse impacts to any sensitive resources 
because of the proposed activities. 

areas of the U.S. with populations of no more than 10,000 people. The application period for Phase 2 of 

the ERC prize closed in July 2024. 

reliability, safety, availability, and environmental performance of energy systems in rural or remote 

☒The proposed action (or the part of the proposal defined in the Rationale above) fits within a class of 
actions that is listed in Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D. To fit within the classes of 
actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: 

(1) threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for 
environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or Executive Orders; 

(2) require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or 
treatment facilities (including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically excluded 
waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or facilities; 

(3) disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA‐excluded petroleum and 
natural gas products that preexist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or 
unpermitted releases; 

(4) have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally sensitive resources, 
including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B (4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, 
Appendix B; 

(5) involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated 
noxious weeds, or invasive species, unless the proposed activity would be contained or confined 
in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release into the environment and 
conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B (5) of 
10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B. 

☒There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed action that may affect the 
significance of the environmental effects of the proposal. The proposed action has not been segmented 
to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. 



Notes: This categorical exclusion applies the Morris Model Partnership Inspiring Minnesota project 

activities as described above. Any changes to the project activities or location are subject to additional 

NEPA review by DOE and are not authorized for federal funding unless and until the Contracting Officer 

provides written authorization on those additions or modifications. 

SIGNATURE OF THIS MEMORANDUM CONSTITUTES A RECORD OF THIS DECISION. 

OCED NEPA Compliance Officer Signature: 

Date: 

☒This proposal is not connected to other actions with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 
1501.9(e)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 
impacts (40 CFR 1508.1(g)(3)) and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning 
limitations on actions during preparation of an environmental impact statement. 

☐DOE has determined that work to be carried out outside of the United States, its territories and 
possessions is exempt from further review pursuant to Section 5.1.1 of the DOE Final Guidelines for 
Implementation of Executive Order 12114; “Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions.” 

☒The proposed action is categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

☐A portion of the proposed action is categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 
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