
Proposed Action Title: 

Program or Field Office: 

Location(s) (City/County/State): 

Proposed Action Description: 

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied: 

For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each 
categorical exclusion, see Subpart D of 10 CFR Part 1021. 

Regulatory Requirements in 10 CFR 1021.410(b): (See full text in regulation) 

The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D. 

To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) threaten 
a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE 
or Executive Orders; (2) require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities 
(including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or 
facilities; (3) disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that 
preexist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant 
impacts on environmentally sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart 
D, Appendix B; (5) involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive 
species, unless the proposed activity would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release 
into the environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part 
1021, Subpart D, Appendix B. 

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the 
proposal. 

The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other actions 
with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning limitations on actions 
during preparation of an environmental impact statement. 

Based on my review of the proposed action, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other 
regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

NEPA Compliance Officer: Date Determined: 

Office of Environmental Management
U.S. Department of Energy 

Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

http://energy.gov/nepa/downloads/10-cfr-1021-department-energy-national-environmental-policy-act-implementing
psarlouis
Text Box
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	Proposed Action Title: FY 2025 Well Plugging and Abandonment campaign

	Office Name: Environmental Management Los Alamos Field Office
	Location: Los Alamos, NM
	Proposed Action Description: The following scope of work will consist of plugging and abandonment (P&A) of 27 legacy wells by September 30, 2025.

Wells requiring P&A were initially constructed between 1989 and 1996 to assess the potential for transport of radionuclides and other contaminants within the soil and shallow groundwater systems. The proposed wells no longer have monitoring purpose and P&A will eliminate potential migration pathways. 

Drill rigs and support equipment will be used on established access roads and well pads. Waste accumulated during P&A activities will
be staged on-site and characterized according to the waste characterization strategy form for further handling and disposal. Upon receipt of
analytical results, all waste will be disposed of in accordance with federal and state requirements. Wells will be plugged using Portland
Cement and bentonite. As these wells are already in place and developed, there are no foreseen impacts to nearby cultural sites,
however wells 18-MW-1, 18-MW-2, 18-MW-3, and 18-MW-4 are within the Pajarito site unit of the Manhattan Project National Historical
Park (MAPR) in Technical Area 18. Consultation with the National Park Service (NPS) and the New Mexico State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO) may have to occur prior to any work at these four wells. NPS and SHPO must provide concurrence on the proposed
work. Any maintenance in and around biological habitats and floodplains will be coordinated with N3B Biological Resources to avoid
negative impacts. One well (LAO-B) is located in Jemez Mountains salamander (federally endangered species) habitat. Activities at this
site will be governed under the LANL T&E Habitat Management Plan, and if proposed activities at this site would result in adverse
impacts to this species, activities at this site will be removed from the P&A campaign to avoid any adverse impacts to the species.
Project staff will coordinate with LANL site operations staff to avoid co-located work activities and potential cumulative impacts with
nearby work/operations. Upon P&A completion, well sites will be decommissioned and rehabilitated.

Potential cumulative impacts will be avoided/mitigated though (1) project coordination with LANL site operations; (2) N3B subject matter
expert (SME) review of projects through N3B-P351, “Project Planning and Regulatory Review” and submittal of the project through the
Triad National Security, LLC (Triad) IRT/PRID system for Triad SME review and comment; (3) SME comments inform the NEPA review
and generate IOCA and work request conditions for approval; (4) Triad PRID comments determine whether co-located work may occur
and if additional Interface coordination is required; (5) Resource impacts are mitigated by SME avoidance recommendations, and
potential impacts are tracked within that discipline (e.g. Biological Opinions, Waste Compliance and Tracking System, Construction
General Permit, Annual Site Environmental Report).
	CX Applied-1: [B3.1 – Site characterization and environmental monitoring]
	CX Applied-2: [B5.3 – Modification or abandonment of wells]
	CX Applied-3: [ ]
	CX Applied-4: [ ]
	CX Applied-5: [ ]
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