U.S. Department of Energy

Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

Proposed Action Title: Champlain Hudson Power Express Project: Presidential Permit Amendment PP-481-3

Program or Field Office: Grid Deployment Office

Location(s) (City/County/State): New York City, New York County, New York State

Proposed Action Description:

On October 6, 2014, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-362, authorizing Champlain Hudson Power Express, Inc. (CHPEI) to construct, operate, maintain, and connect electric transmission facilities at the international border of the U.S. and
Canada. The facilities would form the Champlain Hudson Power Express Project (the Project). The permitted Project was initially designed as a 1,000-megawatt, high-voltage direct current, underground and underwater merchant transmission
system that is to cross the U.S.-Canada international border underwater near the Town of Champlain, New York, extend approximately 336 miles south through New York State, and interconnect to facilities located in Queens County, New York,
owned by the Consolidated Edison Company of New York. The aquatic segments of the transmission line were primarily to be submerged in Lake Champlain, the Hudson River, the Harlem River, and the East River. The terrestrial portions of the
transmission line were primarily to be buried in existing road and railroad Right-Of-Way (ROW). On July 21, 2020, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-481, transferring the permit for the facilities authorized in PP-362 from CHPEI to CHPE
LLC. The new permit was substantially identical to the former permit, but with a new permittee and an updated order number. On April 30, 2021, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-481-1, amending CHPE LLC's permit to incorporate eight
proposed revisions to the Project route and authorizing an increase in the Project’s capacity from 1,000 MW to 1,250 MW. On March 22, 2022, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-481-2, amending CHPE LLC'’s permit to further clarify the
maximum non-simultaneous rate of transmission to account for anticipated line losses.

Recent geotechnical investigations revealed two conditions that make the currently permitted horizontal directional drill (HDD) launch area location infeasible. First, the water depth immediately off the HDD launch point is significantly deeper than
shown on National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration nautical charts. Second, investigations have revealed that there is a fault line under the East River. If this fault line shifts, it would damage the plastic casing that would ordinarily line the
HDD bores. Therefore, for reliability reasons, steel casings instead of plastic casings will be required within the bore holes. However, the minimum bending radius for steel casing is 1,200 feet, and connecting the permitted HDD launch point to
the available connection point in Astoria would exceed these thresholds. Therefore, CHPE LLC has proposed to shift the HDD entry and exit points about 100 feet west to allow for proper curvature of the HDD. The shift in launch points will result
in a roughly 1,000-foot shift to the north of the underwater alignment of the electrical infrastructure itself. On November 8, 2023, CHPE LLC filed an application requesting that DOE amend Presidential Permit No. PP-481-2 to allow for the
alignment changes described above. DOE's proposed action is grant CHPE LLC's request by issuing an amended Presidential Permit, to be known as docket PP-481-3.

DOE has determined that the newly proposed alignment falls within the area previously analyzed by DOE/EIS-0447 and DOE/EIS-0447-SA-1 and no extraordinary circumstances are present. This determination is supported by the fact that the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined that wetland impacts within and/or adjacent to the Bronx Kill would be temporary, and they issued Permit Modification #9 to Permit Number NAN-2009-01089-EYA on November 27, 2023, to account
for the proposed alignment shift. The Bronx Kill is considered Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) for several federally managed species such as winter flounder, as well as a migratory pathway for prey such as alewife and blueback herring. Geotextile
fabric and timber matting will be temporarily placed on the wetland, and a silt fence, wetland protection fence, and turbidity curtain will surround the work area. On February 2, 2024, DOE and NOAA determined that no additional EFH consultation
was warranted to account for the proposed alignment shift. Further, CHPE LLC worked with NYC Parks, the Randall's Island Parks Association, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, and other stakeholders to develop the
Randall’s Island Salt Marsh Restoration Plan. The Salt Marsh Restoration Plan requires pre-restoration surveys, soil preparation and grading, and salt marsh plantings. Also, on October 12, 2023, the State of New York Public Service
Commission approved the Environmental Management and Construction Plan for the Bronx to Astoria, Queens Segments, which includes the the proposed alignment shift.

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied:
B4.4 - Power marketing services and activities

B4.12 - Construction of powerlines
B4.6 - Additions and modifications to transmission facilities

For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each
categorical exclusion, see Subpart D of 10 CFR Part 1021.

Regulatory Requirements in 10 CFR 1021.410(b): (See full text in regulation)
@ The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D.

To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) threaten a
violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or
Executive Orders; (2) require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities
(including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or
facilities; (3) disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that preexist
in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant impacts on
environmentally sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix
B; (5) involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive species, unless
the proposed activity would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release into the
environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part 1021,
Subpart D, Appendix B.

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the
proposal.

EThe proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other actions
with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning limitations on actions
during preparation of an environmental impact statement.

_

Based on my review of the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (as authorized under DOE Order 451.1B), I have determined that
the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed
action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

Digitally signed by
CH R I STI N CHRISTINA GOMER

Date: 2024.02.21
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NEPA Compliance Officer:


http://energy.gov/nepa/downloads/10-cfr-1021-department-energy-national-environmental-policy-act-implementing

	Proposed Action Title: Champlain Hudson Power Express Project: Presidential Permit Amendment PP-481-3
	Program or Field Office: Grid Deployment Office
	Location: New York City, New York County, New York State
	Proposed Action Description: On October 6, 2014, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-362, authorizing Champlain Hudson Power Express, Inc. (CHPEI) to construct, operate, maintain, and connect electric transmission facilities at the international border of the U.S. and Canada. The facilities would form the Champlain Hudson Power Express Project (the Project). The permitted Project was initially designed as a 1,000-megawatt, high-voltage direct current, underground and underwater merchant transmission system that is to cross the U.S.-Canada international border underwater near the Town of Champlain, New York, extend approximately 336 miles south through New York State, and interconnect to facilities located in Queens County, New York, owned by the Consolidated Edison Company of New York. The aquatic segments of the transmission line were primarily to be submerged in Lake Champlain, the Hudson River, the Harlem River, and the East River. The terrestrial portions of the transmission line were primarily to be buried in existing road and railroad Right-Of-Way (ROW). On July 21, 2020, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-481, transferring the permit for the facilities authorized in PP-362 from CHPEI to CHPE LLC. The new permit was substantially identical to the former permit, but with a new permittee and an updated order number. On April 30, 2021, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-481-1, amending CHPE LLC’s permit to incorporate eight proposed revisions to the Project route and authorizing an increase in the Project’s capacity from 1,000 MW to 1,250 MW. On March 22, 2022, DOE issued Presidential Permit No. PP-481-2, amending CHPE LLC’s permit to further clarify the maximum non-simultaneous rate of transmission to account for anticipated line losses. 

Recent geotechnical investigations revealed two conditions that make the currently permitted horizontal directional drill (HDD) launch area location infeasible. First, the water depth immediately off the HDD launch point is significantly deeper than shown on National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration nautical charts. Second, investigations have revealed that there is a fault line under the East River. If this fault line shifts, it would damage the plastic casing that would ordinarily line the HDD bores. Therefore, for reliability reasons, steel casings instead of plastic casings will be required within the bore holes. However, the minimum bending radius for steel casing is 1,200 feet, and connecting the permitted HDD launch point to the available connection point in Astoria would exceed these thresholds. Therefore, CHPE LLC has proposed to shift the HDD entry and exit points about 100 feet west to allow for proper curvature of the HDD. The shift in launch points will result in a roughly 1,000-foot shift to the north of the underwater alignment of the electrical infrastructure itself. On November 8, 2023, CHPE LLC filed an application requesting that DOE amend Presidential Permit No. PP-481-2 to allow for the alignment changes described above. DOE's proposed action is grant CHPE LLC's request by issuing an amended Presidential Permit, to be known as docket PP-481-3.

DOE has determined that the newly proposed alignment falls within the area previously analyzed by DOE/EIS-0447 and DOE/EIS-0447-SA-1 and no extraordinary circumstances are present. This determination is supported by the fact that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined that wetland impacts within and/or adjacent to the Bronx Kill would be temporary, and they issued Permit Modification #9 to Permit Number NAN-2009-01089-EYA on November 27, 2023, to account for the proposed alignment shift. The Bronx Kill is considered Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) for several federally managed species such as winter flounder, as well as a migratory pathway for prey such as alewife and blueback herring. Geotextile fabric and timber matting will be temporarily placed on the wetland, and a silt fence, wetland protection fence, and turbidity curtain will surround the work area. On February 2, 2024, DOE and NOAA determined that no additional EFH consultation was warranted to account for the proposed alignment shift. Further, CHPE LLC worked with NYC Parks, the Randall’s Island Parks Association, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, and other stakeholders to develop the Randall’s Island Salt Marsh Restoration Plan. The Salt Marsh Restoration Plan requires pre-restoration surveys, soil preparation and grading, and salt marsh plantings. Also, on October 12, 2023, the State of New York Public Service Commission approved the Environmental Management and Construction Plan for the Bronx to Astoria, Queens Segments, which includes the the proposed alignment shift.
	Check Box1: Yes
	Check Box2: Yes
	Check Box3: Yes
		2024-02-21T10:13:57-0700
	CHRISTINA GOMER


	Dropdown5: [B4.4 - Power marketing services and activities]
	Dropdown6: [B4.12 - Construction of powerlines]
	Dropdown7: [B4.6 - Additions and modifications to transmission facilities]


