
Proposed Action Title: 

Program or Field Office: 

Location(s) (City/County/State): 

Proposed Action Description: 

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied: 

For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each 
categorical exclusion, see Subpart D of 10 CFR Part 1021. 

Regulatory Requirements in 10 CFR 1021.410(b): (See full text in regulation) 

The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D. 

To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) threaten 
a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE 
or Executive Orders; (2) require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities 
(including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or 
facilities; (3) disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that 
preexist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant 
impacts on environmentally sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart 
D, Appendix B; (5) involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive 
species, unless the proposed activity would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release 
into the environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part 
1021, Subpart D, Appendix B. 

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the 
proposal. 

The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other actions 
with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning limitations on actions 
during preparation of an environmental impact statement. 

Based on my review of the proposed action, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other 
regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

NEPA Compliance Officer: Date Determined: 

Office of Environmental Management
U.S. Department of Energy 

Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

http://energy.gov/nepa/downloads/10-cfr-1021-department-energy-national-environmental-policy-act-implementing
psarlouis
Text Box
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	Proposed Action Title: W-SMA-1.5 additional watershed work
	Office Name: Environmental Management Los Alamos Field Office
	Location: Los Alamos, NM
	Proposed Action Description: This project is associated with additional watershed work for the corrective action stormwater sample exceedances at site monitoring
area (SMA) W-SMA-1.5 in Technical Area 16. The main objective for this project is to add native vegetation to sediment basins and swales and install removable fencing to allow vegetation to establish without being consumed by wildlife (i.e., elk, deer). This will decrease sediment
movement and increase residence time of stormwater in the sediment basins while reducing run-off erosion and turbidity. These
actions are not required to meet any compliance regulations.
Newport News Nuclear BWXT-Los Alamos, LLC (N3B) subcontractor TerraNear PMC will install 6-ft-tall fencing around the existing swale upstream of earthen berm W00203010020. The fence will be elevated 6 in. off the ground to ensure water flow is not impeded. The fencing will consist of t-posts and fixed-knot fence rolls and is not a permanent structure. Native vegetation (e.g., broadleaf cattail, Canada reedgrass, and three-square bulrush) will be planted at sediment basins by inserting vegetation plugs by hand and raking seed into soil. Inspections will be performed to monitor the status of fencing and the establishment of vegetation. If the fencing helps establish vegetation, then additional fencing will be installed at the sediment basins W00203010013 and W00203010021. If the fencing does not significantly improve vegetation growth and development, it will be removed from the swale above the earthen berm (W00203010020). 
No negative impacts are anticipated from this work.
	CX Applied-1: [B1.11 – Fencing]
	CX Applied-2: [B1.3 – Routine maintenance]
	CX Applied-3: [ ]
	CX Applied-4: [ ]
	CX Applied-5: [ ]
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