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An Opon Letter to tho Presld.ent and. the Congross

of the Unltedl Statoe of Anorlca

Wer. the unclerslgnocl, aclclreers you 1n our capaclty ae prlvate cltlzone
concernod about the future of our country ancl of clvlllzatloa ltself 1f
faced by another war. Wo have studlod and cliscuseetl the atomlc-energ;r
leglslatlon now before Congress and have fornulated. such concl-wiong as we
are able to reach for whatever uso you and. tho country at largo ney wLsh
to uako of thom.

Ahrnst any sacrifice to br.ing about international resfonsibility is justified".

We belleve that Woria War II has d-emonstrated- wlth fearful olerlty
the urgenoy of lntelllgent, lnformorl, perslstent and. sacrl-flolal effort by
alL natlons to prevent tho occurenoe of a st1ll greator oataetrophe.
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. We belleve wlth Nlels Bohr that "onLy lnternatlonat control of evory
undertaklng whlch mlsht conetltute a clanger to vorlcl security w111 ln the
future permlt arly natlon to strlve for proeperlty and- cultr.rral tlevolopment
wlthout oonstant fear of clleaster."
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lIe belleve that sclentlfic facts carm.ot be kept secret for 1ong, and-
that other natlons w111 tllecover horr to maks atonlc bombs wlthln a fev
yeare,. Untress that short tlme ls used to establlsh lntbrnatlonal oontrol,
Brl a^rn€urent raco maJr ensue wLth resulte even more d-lsastrous than thoy
have beon ln the past.

We belleve, thereforo, that the Unlterl States shoulal tako the loacl ln
negotlatlons seekfu€ to eetabllsh thls tntorrratlonal control" vlth lts ap-
proprlate lnspoctlon prooetluros.

The first stef is national control. Innediate action is necessary.

We bellevo that rrational control must precede lnternatlonal control-.
Thereforo, a national Cotulsslon ehould be eet up imed-lately to exeoute
thls control.

We bellevo that atldltional funotlone of thls Conmlselon should. le (f)
to advlse Ln the fortulatlon of polloles and. procecluros for lnternational
control, ana (e) to protect and- ioster sclontiflc rosearoh on atonlc energy
ancl lts utlllzatlon for non-mllltary purposes ln orclor that the achlevement ;

of nuclear flsslon Ine,y prove a boon to nanklntl lneteaal of a menace to
cl-vlllzatlon,

We belleve that,thle Conmisslon must have broad. povers, We say this
1n splte of the fact that the vory itlea of control and secrocy would. be
lntolerable to all of us if euch restrictlons wero"not neceesary. We ac-
oeptecl oontrols dlirrlng the var as eesentlal to vlclory; we bellove that ve
mugt now aocept oontrols as equeJ ty essentlal to peace
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The confosition of the Control conmissiom is of utmost iafortance.

We belleve that the natrrre of the phonomena attenillng the release of
atomlc enorg3r anil lts e4tloltatlon rnakes lt nendatory that tho Control
CommlesLon be ohoson from Sclence'ae woll ag frono Ind.uetry and. Governmont.
Moreover, only a Conmlsslon on which solenoe Ls ai!-equately represented can
falrly Juclge tho clegreo to whloh freeclou. of soLentlflc researoh neecls to
be restrlcted ln the natlonal l-nterest,

We bolleve, moreovor, that the poreorunel of the Comlsslon should. rep-
:rosent 1n lrrowled-ge, lntegrlty, ancl abltLty the best that is avairable
wlthout regard. to po11t1cal a^ffLllatlon or offlclal posltlon, ancl- that they
ehould approvo lnternatlonal control as an ultlnate obJeotlve.

We bolLove that, wh1le the Johnson-May 8111 1n lts present fom uay
regulre eubetantlal mod.lflcatlon, thls ehoulcl not be allowecl to prevent
plompt and. d.eclslve actLon.

l{e pledge suffort to an al,l-out effort in the cause of international cooferation.

We bellove that you, trulJ' repres ontl-ng the d.eelre of the Amerlcan
people, are exertlng youreelves to the utmost ln tho cause of a now world
ord.er of lntornatlonal cooperatlon ln whlch tho uonace and fear of wa.r vLtl
be elLmlnatetl. To thls ond we plod.ge our eupport.

We bellevo that you w111 not fa1l us. You w111 not fail a world whlch
1s lookfutg to you for courageous leatlershlp.

Novenrber B, I94,

\fqlfr^ S"[d,o^*o Dlreotor, Mount Wllson Obeervatory

c.g +Zl2yt- Profeesor of Pfurslce,
Callfornla Instltute of Technolory

Rogearch Assletant,
Callfornla Instltute of Teohnolory

Gratluate Studlent 1n Blolog;r,
Callforni.a Instltute of Tochnologr

Astronomer, Mt. Wllson Observatory

Reeearoh Staff Menber,
Callfornla Inetltute of Technolory

AeeocLato Profeeeor of Chomletry,
CaLlfornLa Inetltute of Toohnology

Aseoolate, Callfornla Instj-tute of
Technology, Executlvo, Consolldated
Steel- Corporatlon, Ltd..
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Resoaroh tr'eIlow ln B1o1ogy,
CaLlfornl-a fnetltute of Technolory

' JunLor Ph.yelclst, Contraot OEIvler-llJI,
Callfornl-a fnetl-tute of Technology

Rosearch Staff Membor,
Californla fnstl-tute of Technology

Rosearch Asslstant Ln Blolog;r,
Callfornla Inetl-tute of Tochnologr

Roeearoh Asslstant Ln Aoronautl"ce,
Callfornla Instltute of Teohnology

Grad.uate Stud-ont 1n Phyeloe,
Callfornla Inetltuto of Technolory

Aesletant Profeseor of Elstory,
Callfornla Inetltuto of Teohriology

Graduate Stud-ent 1n PhyslologXr
Callfornla Inetltute of Technologr

Eead. Catalogtrer, Department of Manusorlptsn
Eirntlngton Llbrary

Instruotor ln Mechanlcal Englneorlng,
CallfornLa Inetltute of Technolory'

Locturer ln Eng11sh, Callfornla
Instltute of Technolog. Aseoclate
Professor of Eng11sh, Unlvorslty of
Southern Callfornla.

Member, Research Group,
Euntlngton Llbrary

Research Staff Member,
Callfornla Instltute of Tochnolog;r

Rosearch Asslstant ln Cheulstry,
Callfornla Instltute of Technolory

Research Asslstant 1n 3lologr,
Callforrrla Instltute of Technologr

Aesoclate Profoeeor of Physlcs,
Callfornla Inetltute of Tochnolory

AesocLate .Profeseor of EngJ-lsh.,
Call-foirrLa fngtltute of Technology
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Alunnus, Callfornla Instl"tute of
Toohnology. Physlcs Toacher, I,oe
Angel6s Schools

Research Asslstant ln Blology,
Callforrrla Inetltute of Technology

Grad-uate Stud.ent,
Cal-lforrrla Instltuto of Technology

Professor of Bio-organlc Chemlstry,
Callfornla fnstltute of Technologr

A.ssoolate Professor in PhysiologJ.,
Callforzrla Instituto of Technology

Research Aeslstant ln Chemlstry,
Callfornla fnstitute of Technology

Assooiate Professor of Mechanlcal
Englnoerlng, Californla Instltute of
Technology

Rad"lo Englnoer,
Californla Instltute of Technology

Astronomer, Mount Wllson Observatory

Alumnus, Callfornla Instltute of
Technology. General l4anagor, Eolly
Eeating Co.

Associate Professor of Engllsh and-
Reglstrar, Callfornla Institute of
Technology

Astronomer, Mount Wllson Observatory

Professor of Engllsh language and
Llterature, Callfornia Instltute of
Technologr

Instructor ln Physlology,
CaLifornla Instltuto of Tochnolory

Research Secrotary, Euntlngton llbrary

Assoclato Professor of flyd.raullo
Englneerlng, Callfornla Instltute of
Technology :

Resoaroh Asslstant,
Callfdrnla Instltute of Technology
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,Research Assistant 1n Chemlstry,
Callfornia fnstltute of Technology

,.,,' Professor of Aeronautlos,
' Callfornla fnstltute of Technology

Emorltug Professor of Pfursics,
Callfornla fnstltuto of Toohnology

Stud.ent of Blology,
Callfornla Instltute of Technologr

Emerltus Professor of Elology,Callfor:tia fnetltute of Technology

Emerltue Professor of Elstory antl
Govornmont, Callfornia fnstitute of
Technologr

Racllo Technlclan,
Callfornla fnstitute of Technology

Professor of Struotural Englneerlng,
Callfornla Instltute of Technology

Professor of Physlcs,
Callfornla Institute of Tochnology

Astronomor, Mount WlLson Observatory

Proporty Acoountant,
Califorrrla Instltute of Tochnologlr

Profossor of Organlc Chemlstry,
Callfornla Instltute of Technologr

Technical Asslstant,
Callfornla Instltute of Technolory

Cataloguer, Department of Manuscrlpts;
Euntlngton llbrary

Research Felfow ln Chemlstry,
Callfornla Instltute of Technology

Catalogor, Prlnted" Books,
Eunttn€lton Library

Besearch Assi.stant 1n 3io1ogy,
Callfornla Instltute of 'Tochnologr

Professor of Theoretlcal Physlos,
Californla fnstltute of Technology
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AseocLate Professor of Alrplane
Struotr:res, Callfor.nla fnstltute of
fechnologr

Cr:rator of Rare Books, Euntlngton
Llbrary

fnstructor 1n Englleh,
Callfornla Instltuto of Technology

Rosearch Asslstant 1n Chemlstry,
Cal-lfornla Instltute of Technology

Rosearch Asslstant,
Callfornia Instltute of Technolory

Research Snglneer, Jet PropulsLon
Laboratoqy, Callfornla fnstitute of
Teohnology

Professor of Eleotrlcal Englneorlng,
Callforrala Instltute of Technology

Rosea,rch Fellow ln Phyolcs,
Callforrela Tnstltute of Technology

Aeslstant Profeesor of Engllsh,
Callfornla fnstltute of Teohnology

Professor of Elstory,
Callfornla Instltute of Technologr

AseLstarrt Profossor of Aeronautlos,
Callfornla Instltuto of Tochnologr

Alunnus, Callfornla Instltuto of
Toohnotogy. Asslstant Managor of
Research, Unlon O1I Co. of Callfornla

Professor of Paleontol-ory, Californla
Instltuto of Technology

Asslstant Comptrollor,
Callfornla Instltute of Technology

Astronomer, Mount Wl}son Obsorvatory

Aeslstant Professor of Ptryelcs,
Callfovnla Instltute of Technology

Professor. of Genetlcs,
Callfornla InstLtute of Tochnolog;r
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Secretary and Research Worker,
California Institute of Technology

Astronomer, Mount Wll_son Observatory

Research Assoclate ln Chemical
Engineering, California Institute of
Technology

Research Staff Member,
California Instltute of Technology

Research Fello.w, Euntington Llbrary

Cataloguer, Dopartment of l{anuscripts,
Euntington Llbrary

Research Fellow in Physiology,
Callfornia Institute of Technology

Member, Research Group, Euntington
Llbrary

Professor of Inorganlc Chemlstry,
Callfornla Institute of Technolory

Professor of lvlathematlcs, Theoretlcal-
Physlcs and- Aeronautics, Callfornla
Institute of Technology

Research Fellow,
Californla Instltute of Technology

Professor of Mechanical Englneering,
Callfornla fnstltute of Technology

Assistant Professor of l4athenatics,
Callfornia fnstitute of Technology

Tochnical Assistant in Geology,
Californla Institute of Technology

Research Fel1ow,
Californla Institute of Technology

Grad.uate Stud-ent in Geology,
Cal-ifornla Institute of Technology

Assietant Professor of Aeronautlcs,
Callfornia Institute of Technology

Technlcal Assistant 1n Geophysics,
Cal-iforrrla fnstitute of Technology
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