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An Open Letter to the Pregldent and the Congress

of the Unilted States of America

We, the undersigned, address you in our capaciiy as private citlzens
concerned about the future of our country and of civilization itself 1if
faced by another war. We have studied and discussed the atomic-energy
legislation now before Congress and have formulated such conclusions as we
are able to reach for whatever use you and the country at large may wish
to make:of them.

Almost any sacrifice to bring about international responsibility is justified.

Wo belleve that World War TT hes demonstrated with fearful clerity
the urgency of intelligent, informed, persistent and sacrifioial effort by
all nations to prevent the occurrence of a still greater catastrophe.

. We belleve with Niels Bohr that "only international control of every
undertaking which might constitute a danger to world security will in the
future permit any nation to strive for prosperity and cultural development
wlthout constant fear of disaster."

We belleve that sclentific facts cannot be kept secret for long, and
that other nations will discover how to make atomic bombs within a few
Jears. Unless that short time 1s used to esteblish intérnational oontrol,
an armsment race may ensue with results even more disastrous than they
have been in the past.

We belleve, therefore, that the Unlted States should teke the lead in
negotiations seeking to establish this international control with its ap-
propriate inspection procedures.

The first step is national control. Immediate action is necessary.

We believe that national control must precede international control.
Therefore, a national Commission should be set up immediately to execute
this control.

We believe that additional functions of this Commission should be (1)
to advise in the formulation of policiles and procedures for international
control, and (2) to protect and foster scientific research on atomic energy
and 1ts utilization for non-military purposes in order that the achlevement °
of nuclear fisslon may prove a boon to mankind instead of a menace to
civilization. : : ¥

We believe that this Commission must have broad powers. We say this
in spite of the fact that the very idea of control and secrecy would be
Intolerable to all of us if such restrictions were not necegsary. We ac~
cepted controls during the war as essentlal to victory; we belisve that we
must now accept controls as equally essential to peace.
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The composition of the Control Commission is of utmost importance.

We believe that the nature of the phenomena attending the relesse of
atomic energy and 1ts exploitation makes it mendatory that the Control
Commission be chosen from Science as well as from Industry and Government.
Moreover, only a Commission on which science 1s adequately represented can
fairly Jjudge the degree to which freedom of scientific research needs to
be restricted 1n the national interest.

We belleve, moreover, that the personnel of the Commission should rep-
resent In knowledge, Integrity, and ability the best that is availsble
without regard to politlcal affiliation or official position, and that they
should approve international control as an ultimate obJective.

We believe that, while the Johnson-Msy Bill in its present form may
require substantial modification, this should not be allowed to prevent
prompt and decisive action.

We pledge support to an all-out effort in the cause of international cooperation.

Woe believe that you, truly representing the desire of the American
people, are exerting yourselves to the utmost in the cause of a new world
order of internatlonal cooperation in which the menace and fear of war will
be eliminated. To this end we pledge ouxr sgupport.

We believe that you will not faill us. You will not fail a world which
1s looking to you for couragsous leadershlp.

November 8, 1945
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