
Changing Landscape for Plastics: 
International Policy Perspective 

Erica Nuñez, Program Officer 
June 2023 



Agenda 
Introduction 01 
The Plastics Life Cycle 02 

03 
04 Global ”Plastics Treaty” 

Plastic Leakage 

05 
06 

Expanding Policy Footprint 

Questions 





Image: Minderoo-Monaco Commission Report on Plastics & Human Health (2023) 



Image: Minderoo-Monaco Commission Report on Plastics & Human Health (2023) 



Image: UNEP 

United Nations Environment 
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Global “Plastics Treaty” 

What’s In The Mandate? 

⮚ Promote sustainable production and 
consumption; 

⮚ Develop national action plans; 
⮚ National reporting & compliance; 
⮚ Promote research & development of 

sustainable, innovative approaches; 
⮚ Best available science, traditional 

knowledge, knowledge of indigenous 
peoples & local knowledge systems 

⮚ Product and material design for reuse, 
remanufacture or recycling; 

⮚ Full life cycle approach 
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Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) 



INC2 Outcomes 
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Data Source: Member State written submissions to the INC Secretariat 



Restrict 
Toxic Chem 

64% 

Restrict UPPP 

71% 

Reduce 
Production 

55% 

Recycling 
RCS Targets 

56% 

Design 
Standards 

52% 

ES Waste 
Management 

62% 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 CORE OBLIGATIONS-CONTROL MEASURES  

International Legally Binding Instrument: 
Potential Elements 

Data Source: Member State written submissions to the INC Secretariat 



Monitoring 

50% 

Nat'l Reporting 

71% 

Financial Mechanism 

83% 

Education 

62% 

Nat'l Action Plans 

83% 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 
IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES 

International Legally Binding Instrument: 
Potential Elements 

Data Source: Member State written submissions to the INC Secretariat 



Expanding Policy Footprint 
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Thank You 
Email: enunez@oceanfdn.org 

Twitter: @Erica__Nunez 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/erica-n-ab089278/ 
1320 19th Street NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20036 
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