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RECIPIENT:  NREL STATE: CO 

PROJECT 
TITLE: NREL Washington DC Office Remodel 

Funding Opportunity Announcement Number Procurement Instrument Number 
DE-AC36-08GO28308

NEPA Control Number 
NREL-20-016

CID Number 
GO28308   

Based on my review of the information concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (authorized under DOE 
Policy 451.1), I have made the following determination: 

CX, EA, EIS APPENDIX AND NUMBER: 
Description: 

B1.3 Routine  
maintenance 

Routine maintenance activities and custodial services for buildings, structures, rights-of-way, infrastructures 
(including, but not limited to, pathways, roads, and railroads), vehicles and equipment, and localized vegetation 
and pest control, during which operations may be suspended and resumed, provided that the activities would 
be conducted in a manner in accordance with applicable requirements. Custodial services are activities to 
preserve facility appearance, working conditions, and sanitation (such as cleaning, window washing, lawn 
mowing, trash collection, painting, and snow removal). Routine maintenance activities, corrective (that is, 
repair), preventive, and predictive, are required to maintain and preserve buildings, structures, infrastructures, 
and equipment in a condition suitable for a facility to be used for its designated purpose. Such maintenance 
may occur as a result of severe weather (such as hurricanes, floods, and tornados), wildfires, and other such 
events. Routine maintenance may result in replacement to the extent that replacement is in-kind and is not a 
substantial upgrade or improvement. In-kind replacement includes installation of new components to replace 
outmoded components, provided that the replacement does not result in a significant change in the expected 
useful life, design capacity, or function of the facility. Routine maintenance does not include replacement of a 
major component that significantly extends the originally intended useful life of a facility (for example, it does 
not include the replacement of a reactor vessel near the end of its useful life). Routine maintenance activities 
include, but are not limited to: (a) Repair or replacement of facility equipment, such as lathes, mills, pumps, and 
presses; (b) Door and window repair or replacement; (c) Wall, ceiling, or floor repair or replacement; (d) 
Reroofing; (e) Plumbing, electrical utility, lighting, and telephone service repair or replacement; (f) Routine 
replacement of high-efficiency particulate air filters; (g) Inspection and/or treatment of currently installed utility 
poles; (h) Repair of road embankments; (i) Repair or replacement of fire protection sprinkler systems; (j) Road 
and parking area resurfacing, including construction of temporary access to facilitate resurfacing, and scraping 
and grading of unpaved surfaces; (k) Erosion control and soil stabilization measures (such as reseeding, 
gabions, grading, and revegetation); (l) Surveillance and maintenance of surplus facilities in accordance with 
DOE Order 435.1, “Radioactive Waste Management,” or its successor; (m) Repair and maintenance of 
transmission facilities, such as replacement of conductors of the same nominal voltage, poles, circuit breakers, 
transformers, capacitors,crossarms, insulators, and downed powerlines, in accordance, where appropriate, 
with 40 CFR part 761 (Polychlorinated Biphenyls Manufacturing, Processing, Distribution in Commerce, and 
Use Prohibitions) or its successor; (n) Routine testing and calibration of facility components, subsystems, or 
portable equipment (such as control valves, in-core monitoring devices, transformers, capacitors, monitoring 
wells, lysimeters, weather stations, and flumes); (o) Routine decontamination of the surfaces of equipment, 
rooms, hot cells, or other interior surfaces of buildings (by such activities as wiping with rags, using strippable 
latex, and minor vacuuming), and removal of contaminated intact equipment and other material (not including 
spent nuclear fuel or special nuclear material in nuclear reactors); and (p) Removal of debris. 

B1.15 
Support 
buildings 

Siting, construction or modification, and operation of support buildings and support structures (including, but 
not limited to, trailers and prefabricated and modular buildings) within or contiguous to an already developed 
area (where active utilities and currently used roads are readily accessible). Covered support buildings and 
structures include, but are not limited to, those for office purposes; parking; cafeteria services; education and 
training; visitor reception; computer and data processing services; health services or recreation activities; 
routine maintenance activities; storage of supplies and equipment for administrative services and routine  
maintenance activities; security (such as security posts); fire protection; small-scale fabrication (such as 
machine shop activities), assembly, and testing of non-nuclear equipment or components; and similar support 
purposes, but exclude facilities for nuclear weapons activities and waste storage activities, such as activities 
covered in B1.10, B1.29, B1.35, B2.6, B6.2, B6.4, B6.5, B6.6, and B6.10 of this appendix. 

Rationale for determination: 
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The U.S. Department of  Energy's (DOE) National Renewable  Energy Laboratory (NREL)  is proposing to remodel and  
update existing  leased office  space, located in the L’Enfant  Plaza, Washington,  DC.  

This location  conducts routine office activities in support of  NREL’s mission.  The lease for this space was recently re-
negotiated and tenant  improvement allowance  was included as a part  of the  negotiations. 

Remodel activities include: 
• Demolition of existing office, kitchen, and shower room space 
• Reuse, recycling, and disposal of demolished material 
• Purchase and installation of all new finishes, selective lighting, and furnishings 
• Installation of HVAC, mechanical, plumbing, fire suppression and electrical systems 

An asbestos survey was completed and results came back non-detect. The building was constructed in 1986, 
therefore lead based paint is not an issue. Employees and contractors would follow NREL established approved 
Worker Safety and Health Program for all activities occurring on the site. No further impacts for this project are 
anticipated. 

NEPA PROVISION 

DOE has made a final NEPA determination. 

FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATIONS 

The proposed action (or the part of the proposal defined in the Rationale above) fits within a class of actions that is listed in 
Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D. To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, 
Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit 
requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or Executive Orders; (2) require siting and 
construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities (including incinerators), but the proposal 
may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or facilities; (3) disturb hazardous 
substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that preexist in the environment such 
that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally 
sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B; (5) 
involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive species, unless 
the proposed activity would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release into the 
environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part 1021, 
Subpart D, Appendix B. 

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects 
of the proposal. 

The proposed action has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other 
actions with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning 
limitations on actions during preparation of an environmental impact statement. 

The proposed action is categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

SIGNATURE OF THIS MEMORANDUM CONSTITUTES A RECORD OF THIS DECISION. 

NEPA Compliance Officer Signature:  Lisa Jorgensen 
NEPA Compliance Officer 

Date: 2/10/2020 

FIELD OFFICE MANAGER DETERMINATION 

Field Office Manager review not required 
Field Office Manager review required 

BASED ON MY REVIEW I CONCUR WITH THE DETERMINATION OF THE NCO : 

Field Office Manager's Signature: 
Field Office Manager 

Date: 
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