


Beresford 115kV Transmission Line and Substation (2019) 
Resource Discussion/Required Commitments 
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Per the USFWS, the 
project will cross Blind 
Creek and 2 unnamed 
streams. 

The transmission line will span all stream crossings. 
 
A sediment and erosion control plan has been developed and will be 
submitted to SD Game, Fish and Parks (SDGFP). 
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Eagles.  Per the USFWS, 
bald eagles may occur in 
the project area. 

The electrocution of raptors is primarily a distribution concern due to the 
close phase spacing of the conductors. Recent publications recommend 60 
inches of spacing between phases to minimize raptor electrocution.  The 
proposed structure profile the phase conductor is approximately 55 inches 
from the steel transmission structure.  The phase-phase spacing on the 
distribution would be approximately 36 inches. This does not meet the 
recommended spacing. Numerous manufacturers have developed perch 
guards to minimize perching on the distribution crossarms.  The project 
intends to install perch guards or insulator covers at each distribution 
arm/crossarm. 

Other birds Per SDGFP recommendations, the Project will install bird flight diverters 
along the transmission line in parcels 2, 14, 17, and 18 (these are areas 
where the transmission lines crosses streams). 
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Northern Long-eared Bat The bat is a summer resident and seasonal migrant in Lincoln County, 
SD.  WAPA has determined the project will have no effect to the species 
– no impacts to suitable maternity or roosting habitat. Foraging habitat is 
typically on forested hillsides and ridges about 3-10 feet above the 
ground. The project will not impact typical foraging habitat. 

Red Knot This species is a rare seasonal migrant in Lincoln County.  WAPA has 
determined the project will have no effect – there is no suitable habitat. 
The project is located in cropland and there are no nearby waterbodies. 

Topeka shiner Known resident in South Dakota.  The Topeka shiner occupies 
tributaries of the James, Vermillion, and Big Sioux rivers in South 
Dakota.  The streams in the area are tributaries of the Vermillion River.  
WAPA has determined the project will have no effect – the project will 
not involve in-stream work and all BMPs indicated by the USFWS will 
be implemented. 

Western Prairie Fringed 
Orchid 

No effect.  The project is located in cropland, which does not support 
the moist tallgrass prairie and sedge meadow habitat that this species 
inhabits. 
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WAPA prepared a survey 
reported entitled “A Class 
III Cultural Resource 
Inventory for the Proposed 
Beresford 115kV 
Transmission Line in 

   
 

WAPA determined No Historic Properties Affected for the Proposed 
Action and SHPO concurred with this determination on 12/20/18. 
 
Properties 39LN0117 and 39LN2003/39UN2003 shall be avoided by 
ground disturbing activities.   

Pr
im

e 
Fa

rm
la

nd
 The project area does 

contain areas of prime 
farmland, farmland of 
statewide importance, and 
prime farmland if drained. 

The nature of this project would not permanently alter the use of these 
areas as farmland.   
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 South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources advised that several contaminated areas 

may be in the vicinity of the project; however, no contaminated site is within one block of the project 
boundary. 

 


