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INDIVIDUALS

IND2-1 The commenter’s statements regarding the existing air quality are
acknowledged. As stated in section 4.11.1.2 of the EIS, areas
where ambient air pollutant concentrations are below the
NAAQS (established by the EPA) are designated as attainment,
while areas where ambient air concentrations are above the
NAAQS are designated as nonattainment. The proposed Project
would be constructed in Jackson County, which is in the
Southern Mississippi Interstate AQCR. Jackson County is in
attainment or unclassifiable for all criteria pollutants.

IND2-2

IND2-3

IND2-4

As stated in section 4.4 of the EIS, the Project would impact 31.1
acres because CSA-5 would be required to be restored following
construction. In addition, as discussed in section 4.4 and in
figure 4.4-3, the proposed 50-acre on-site, in-kind compensatory
wetland mitigation site would create more wetlands than would
be impacted and would be directly south of the Project area.

The commenter’s statements regarding the existing noise quality
are acknowledged. As discussed in sections 4.11.2.4 and
4.11.2.5 of the EIS, noise from construction and operations is not
expected to result in impacts on NSAs, the closest of which
would be 9,400 feet away.

As stated in section 5.1.12 of the EIS, an evaluation and review
of the safety of the proposed Terminal Expansion by the FERC
staff, including a review of the cryogenic design of the facilities
proposed for liquefaction, related facilities, and safety systems,
concluded that the Terminal Expansion would not pose a
significant risk or significant increase in risk to public safety with
the incorporation of our recommendations. In addition, Gulf
LNG would design, construct, operate, and maintain its Pipeline
Modifications to meet or exceed the DOT Minimum Federal
Safety Standards in 49 CFR 192 and other applicable federal and
state regulations.
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INDIVIDUALS

IND2-5 See the responses to comments IND2-1, IND2-2, IND2-3, IND2-
4, and IND2-6 regarding impacts on air quality, wetlands, noise,
and traffic. As stated in section 4.9.7 of the EIS, although there
are environmental justice communities within the study area,
given the minor impacts from the Project overall and the distance
from the Terminal Expansion (the main Project construction) to
nearby residences, we conclude the Project would not have a
disproportionately high and adverse health or environmental
effects on minority or low-income populations.

IND2-6

IND2-7

IND2-8

See the response to comment FA2-6.

The commenter’s statement regarding the comment period is
acknowledged. On February 7, 2019, because of a funding lapse
at certain federal agencies between December 22, 2018 and
January 25, 2019, the Commission reopened the comment period
until February 25, 2019.

The commenter’s statement regarding purpose and need is
acknowledged. According to 40 CFR 1502.13, an EIS should
only “briefly” discuss the purpose and need explained by the
Applicants in their proposals to which the FERC is responding.
This brief summary can be found in section 1.1 of the EIS. The
EIS is not a decision document. We anticipate that the
Commission Order will include further consideration of Project
need.
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PS1-1 See the response to comment IND1-1 regarding air quality.
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PS1-2 The FERC cannot comment on Chevron’s permit requirements.
Gulf LNG would be required to obtain the necessary air permits
in coordination with the EPA and the MDEQ. Gulf LNG would
be required to adhere to all permit requirements.

PS1-3 See the response to comments IND1-1 regarding air quality.
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PS1-4 It is expected that the applicable federal and state air quality
standards and regulations would be addressed accordingly in the
individual air quality permits obtained by the companies in the
Project area. Gulf LNG would be required to obtain the
necessary permits and adhere to any permit requirements. As a
result, we conclude that air quality impacts during operation of
the proposed Project would be minor.

As detailed in section 4.11, Gulf LNG conducted air dispersion
modeling for compliance with the NAAQS and PSD increments
as required before issuance of the air quality permit. The
preliminary modeling analysis must show that emissions from the
Terminal Expansion are less than the respective SIL to be
considered de minimis with insignificant air quality impacts. In
the event that emissions exceed the SILs, then all on-property
sources and off-site sources within 50 km of the project site must
be modeled in a full impact analyses. This process ensures that
an adequate level of modeling is conducted to ensure that the
cumulative air impacts of all nearby sources do not affect air
quality.

PS1-5 CAA permitting requirements and emission limits are set in order
to be protective of the environment and human health. These
requirements and limits are discussed in section 4.11.1 of the
EIS.

See also the response to comment IND1-1.
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PS1-6 See also the response to comment IND1-1.

PS1-7 The EIS is not a decision document. The Commission would issue its
decision in an Order. See also the response to comment IND1-1.
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PS1-8 See the response to IND2-5.
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PS1-9 Climate change is discussed in section 4.13 of the EIS.

PS1-10 The development of natural gas is not the subject of this EIS nor
is the issue directly related to the proposed Project. Production
and gathering activities, and the pipelines and facilities used for
these activities, are not regulated by FERC, but are overseen by
the affected region’s state and local agencies with jurisdiction
over the management and extraction of the resource.
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PS1-11 The environmental analysis of induced natural gas production,
LNG transport, and end use are not only beyond the scope of
NEPA, but too speculative to permit meaningful consideration as
part of our analysis. See section 4.13.1.15 of the EIS.
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PS1-12 Cumulative impacts are discussed in section 4.13 of the EIS.
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PS1-13 The commenter’s statements are acknowledged.
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PS1-14 The commenter’s statements are acknowledged.
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Cardno, Inc. is a third party contractor assisting the Commission staff in reviewing the 
environmental aspects of the project application and preparing the environmental documents 
required by NEPA.  Third party contractors are selected by Commission staff and funded by 
project applicants.  Per the procedures in 40 CFR 1506.5(c), third party contractors execute a 
disclosure statement specifying that they have no financial or other conflicting interest in the 
outcome of the Project.  Third party contractors are required to self-report any changes in 
financial situation and to refresh their disclosure statements annually.  The Commission staff 
solely directs the scope, content, quality, and schedule of the contractor's work.  The 
Commission staff independently evaluates the results of the third-party contractor’s work and 
the Commission, through its staff, bears ultimate responsibility for full compliance with the 
requirements of NEPA.   
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