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General History of INL Land/Mission 

• Central portion of Site initially used for Navy 
ordnance testing 

• Total area of Site was expanded and transferred 
to Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) which later 
became DOE 
– National Reactor Testing Site (NRTS) - 1950 

– Idaho National Engineering Laboratory (INEL) - 1974 

– Idaho National Engineering & Environmental 
Laboratory (INEEL) - 1993 

– Idaho National Laboratory (INL) - 2005 
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History of INL Land Withdrawals from 
U.S. Dept. of Interior 

• PLO 318 and 545 – Provided central area of Site 
for Naval Proving Ground - 1940 

• PLO 691 – Naval Proving Ground area 
transferred to AEC for atomic energy program - 
1950 

• PLO 637 and 1770 -  Expanded area for NRTS – 
1950,1952 



   Pg 4 

History of INL Land Withdrawals 

• INL Public Land Orders do not: 

– Contain a time limitation 

– Prohibit non-conflicting secondary uses by 
NHS, DOD, cell phone companies, etc. 
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INL Land Ownership 
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INL Land Use Planning 

• Idaho National Laboratory Comprehensive Land 
Use and Environmental Stewardship Report 
• Updated every 3 years or as needed to show: 

• Current conditions 

• Planning assumptions 

• Legacy site characteristics 

• WAG end states 

• Future use scenarios 

• Mission - related facility needs are planned for in 
INL Ten Year Site Plan 
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Land Use Planning Assumptions 
• 18 Assumptions include the following: 

• INL will achieve Nuclear Energy/National Security 
Missions 

• Entire INL site will remain under federal control for at least 
100 years, some areas for perpetuity 

• New construction encouraged in existing facility 
areas/core infrastructure area (lowers utility construction 
costs and keeps pristine areas undisturbed) 

• Environmental remediation/D & D will be performed and 
completed per regulations 

• Institutional Controls/Barriers will be maintained as 
required. 
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Non-DOE Land Use at INL Site 

• DOE makes decisions with assistance from BLM 
or Idaho Fish & Game  
– Rights of way – Administered by BLM 
– Easements – Administered by BLM 
– Grazing – Managed by BLM 
– Hunting – Managed by ID Fish and Game 

 
• DOE Land Use Committee evaluates requests 

– LUC has reps. from INL Security, Cultural Resources, 
Natural Resources, Infrastructure, IT/comm., Legal, 
Environmental Restoration, NRF, NHS, NEPA 

– Uses Imap capability to evaluate requests 
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Planned INL Campus Development 
• New facilities are required for NE and 

National Security missions 

• Consolidate scattered in-town research and 
development capabilities at the INL Research 
and Education Campus 

• Focus on capabilities -  streamline INL Site 
facilities to support program missions 

• Modernize/upgrade existing facilities where 
feasible 

• Invest in new facilities 
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Materials and Fuels Complex Master Plan  
(yellow-highlighted facilities are less than 5 years old) 
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Advanced Test Reactor Complex Master Plan 



   Pg 16 

Research and Education Campus Master Plan 
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Summary 
• The INL Site land and facilities are expected to be 

under Federal institutional control for at least the 
next 100 years. 

• The intent is to grow the INL for Nuclear Energy 
research and National Security missions. 

• The end state of cleanup sites is considered in 
land use planning. 

• The DOE Land Use Committee encourages 
locating new facilities in previously developed 
areas. 
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Dashboard Summary 
 Land Use Planning at the INL Site 

18 

Key Questions Dashboard 
Indicator 

Comments 

Impact on budget for 
activity/cleanup 

Land use planning and 
stewardship prevents costly 

interference with cleanup 
activities 

Impact on employment/economic 
development 

Supports expansion of nuclear 
energy and national security 
research missions at INL Site 

Affect on agreements Supports FFA/CO and 
Settlement Agreement goals 

Impact on safety and environment Prevents intrusion into cleanup 
sites, minimizes disturbance of 

pristine areas 
Impact on cleanup DOE-wide Promotes cost-efficient cleanup 

and monitoring at INL Site 
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