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EPA Fiscal Year 2018 Planning Topics

1. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater Projects
a. Evaluating Interim Groundwater Projects:  

Implementation and Effectiveness
2. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater Strategy
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1. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater 
Projects

• Off-site Remedial Site Investigation Report 
due in mid-2018

• DOE wrap-up of ETTP K-1401 
characterization field work with one or more 
options for pilot-scale Treatability Study; other 
Oak Ridge Reservation activities:
– Time 
– Cost
– Restoration of groundwater
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1. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater 
Projects (con’t)

• DOE proposal to separate ETTP Site-wide 
Groundwater Project to create “Perimeter Site 
Project” to complete all work.

• Includes groundwater and surface water in 
areas known as Zone 1, some of Zone 2 and 
land in former K-31/K-33 areas; low levels of 
contamination.

• Project work plan due in 2018 for expedited 
characterization.
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1. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater
Projects (con’t)

• EPA identification that “Groundwater Migration 
Under Control” not achieved at DOE-ORR:

Ref: 7/12/2010 EPA letter from M. Stanislaus 
to I. Triay, DOE); Community concern 
regarding groundwater and other cleanup 
priorities (Ref: 12/22/2010 letter from Oak 
Ridge elected officials)

• DOE continues to defer groundwater cleanup to 
the out-years.
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• 35 plumes identified; approximately 30 yet to  
be characterized.

• Contaminated plumes continue to expand and 
may add to increased remediation costs.

• Current DOE ORR cleanup completion by 
2047.

1. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater
Projects (con’t)
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2. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater 
Strategy 

• Groundwater and surface water exchange due to 
geology on the ORR.

• DOE Groundwater Strategy should be implemented 
for the protection of groundwater and surface water 
resources.

• Previously agreed Bethel Valley 7000 Area was 
replaced by Melton Valley/Bethel Valley (MV/BV) 
Phase I Work Plan. Supposed to be easy project.

• Implementation date for MV/BV not yet determined; 
should not be a shelf document/project.



2. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater 
Strategy (con’t)

• FFA parties resolved the 2016 Appendix E 
and J Informal Dispute regarding milestones:
– Identify approved and funded projects for 

fieldwork.
– Balance media cleanup with demolition projects.
– Identify active groundwater remediation projects    

(work plans, field starts, final RODs, completion 
reports) in addition to demolition projects in areas.
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2. DOE Oak Ridge Groundwater 
Strategy (con’t)

• Limited active remedial action for 
groundwater anticipated by DOE Monitored 
Natural Attenuation (MNA).

• Groundwater project(s) must “demonstrate” 
active remediation cannot be implemented per 
EPA policy; or combination of active 
(demonstrated) and MNA.
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