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Communication Methods: 
A Rural Alaskan Perspective 

Solar Energy 
Anaktuvuk Pass, Alaska 

Humpback Creek Hydroelectric 
Cordova, Alaska 

Wind Diesel  Generation 
Selawik, Alaska 



WHPacific, Inc. 
 

REGIONAL PLANNING 
ZONES: 

 
 North Slope 

 
 Northwest Arctic 

 
 Bering Straits 

 
 Interior 

(YK/Upper Tanana) 
 

 YK Delta 
(Lower Yukon-

Kuskokwim) 
 

 Chugach 



Logistics Reality - USA 



Logistics Reality - Global 



Climate Zones 



Languages & Cultures 
Inuit-Yupik-Unangan (Eskimo-Aleut) Unangan (Aleut) 
Alutiiq (Sugpiaq) Central Alaskan Yup'ik (with Cup'ik 
and Cup'ig) St. Lawrence Island  Yupik   Inupiaq  
Athabaskan-Eyak-Tlingit (Na-Dene) Tlingit  Eyak  
Athabaskan: Ahtna  Dena'ina  Deg Xinag  Holikachuk  
Upper Kuskokwim  Koyukon  Lower  Tanana  Tanacross  
Upper Tanana  Gwich'in   Hän  Haida  Tsimsihan 

20 recognized languages 
 



English to English 
One word – many meanings 

Snow: 
 
NOUN 
1.atmospheric water vapor frozen into 
ice crystals and falling in light white 
flakes or lying on the ground as a white 
layer:  

 
2.something that resembles snow in 
color or texture, in particular: 
 

“We [English speakers] have the same word for 
falling snow, snow on the ground, snow hard 
packed like ice, slushy snow, wind-driven snow 
-- whatever the situation may be. To an 
Eskimo, this all-inclusive word would be almost 
unthinkable…” Whorf, Benjamin Lee. 1949. 
"Science and Linguistics" Reprinted in Carroll 
1956. 





Alaskan Communities: 



Arctic Challenges: 



Arctic Solutions: 



A Holistic Approach: 

Collaboration: Federal, State, Regional, Local 
 
 Speak their language 
 Understand NEEDS vs. WANTS 
 Community consensus on priorities 
 Local support network – liaison for tribe 
 Community engagement 
 Economic drivers – create jobs 
 Empower tribes  
 Create a holistic picture and phase projects 



Taikuu! 
 

Jacqualine Qataliña Schaeffer | Project Specialist, Energy 
WHPacific, Inc. | 3111 C Street, Suite 300, Anchorage, AK 99503 
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