
RPSEA Ultra-Deepwater Program
FACA Meeting
C. Michael Ming

Christopher Haver
Houston, TX

January 30, 2007

Secure Energy for America



Secure Energy for America

Contents

• RPSEA general comments
• UDW program overview
• UDW 2007 RFP status
• 2007 FACA report comments



Secure Energy for America

RPSEA Members

Florida International 
University

University of South 
Carolina

Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology

Penn. State 
University

Louisiana State 
University

Univ. of Alaska 
Fairbanks

Mississippi State 
University

University of Kansas

Gas Technology 
Institute

Idaho National Lab

Novatek
Ute Energy             
University of Utah

Altira Group     
Bill Barrett Corp. 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
CERI/Colorado School of Mines
COGA
Discovery Group
Energy Corp
EnCana
IPAMS
NiCo Resources 
Robert L. Bayless

Los Alamos Lab                          
NMOGA

Sandia Lab                          

NM Tech
Harvard 
Petroleum                         

Strata Production                         

TEES/A&M 
Univ. of TX at Austin           

TIPRO 

SwRI

Lawrence Berkeley Lab           
Lawrence Livermore Lab            
Stanford Univ.                       
Chevron Corp.                      
Natural Carbon     

PTTC
Univ. of Tulsa                                       
Chesapeake Energy
Devon Energy                       
Fleischaker Co.
IOGCC 
K. Stewart Energy 
OIPA 
Univ. of OK
Williams

Ergon Exploration

Acergy US
Acute Technology Services
Apex Spectral
Anadarko  
Apache
B P America
Baker Hughes
BJ Services
Cameron/Curtiss-Wright EMD
Carbo Ceramics
City of Sugar Land 
ConocoPhillips
CSI Technologies
Det Norske Veritas (USA)   
Dynamic Tubulars
Energy Valley                   

Noble Corporation
Noble Energy
Oilfield Technology Needs
Oxane Materials
Quanelle
Petris Technology
Rice University
Rock Solid Images 
RTI Energy Systems
Schlumberger 
Shell Exploration & Production
Simmons and Co.
StatoilHydro

AeroVironment
Conservation Comm.  of     
California                            
Delco Oheb Energy
BreitBurn Energy               
Watt Mineral
Univ. of Southern                         
California

West Virginia 
University

AGA                      
ARI
IODP
IPAA

Providence Tech                         

Current Members

Pending Members

Crane Corp 
Welldog

Jackson State University

GE/Vetco
GeoTrace Technologies
Greater Fort Bend Cnty EDC
Groundwater Services
Halliburton
HARC
Houston Offshore Engineering
Houston Technology Center
Knowledge Reservoir
Marathon
Merrick Systems
Nalco
Nautilus International

WHOI

University of 
Alabama

EnerCrest

New England Research

Updated 1/28/08

University of 
Michigan

Correlations

NGAS

Texas 
Tech

Pioneer
SiteLark

Bretagne

APS

Stress Engineering
Technip                             
Technology Intl. 
Tejas Research
Tenaris
Texas Energy Center                            
Total USA                              
University of Houston 
VersaMarine  Engineering             
Weatherford

Ohio State 
University



Secure Energy for America

“Technology and Architecture 
Focus”

Ultra-Deepwater Resources.— Awards from 
allocations under section 999H(d)(1) shall 
focus on the development and demonstration 
of individual exploration and production 
technologies as well as integrated systems 
technologies including new architectures for 
production in ultra-deepwater.
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Increasing Lag Between Discovery 
and Development

MMS Report 2007-021: Deepwater Gulf of Mexico, Interim Report of 2006 Highlights

Proven Reserves Add Value
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120+ Project Ideas
$300 MM

70 Project Ideas 
$175 MM

26 Project Ideas
$30 MM

RPSEA 2007 & 2008 Projects

June, 2007

July, 2007

Significant Demand for UDW 
Technology Funding

April, 2007
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UDW 2007 RFPs

• 4 RFPs released 
October 29, 2007
– 9 proposals received 

December 27, 2007
– Proposals under 

evaluation
• 5 RFPs released 

November 28, 2007
– 13 proposals received 

January 28, 2008
• 5 RFPs to be released 

February, 2008
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UDW Advisory Committee 
Comments

• “Enhance the focus on environmental issues”
– DW 1801 - Effect of Global Warming on Hurricane Activity and Severity
– DW 2101 - New Safety Barrier Testing Methods
– DW 2801 - Gulf Operational Current Model Pilot

• “Increase emphasis on drilling and completions”
– DW 1401 - Carbon Fiber Wrapped High Pressure Drilling and 

Production Riser Qualification Program
– DW 1402 - Ultra-deepwater Dry Tree System for Drilling and Production 

in GOM
– DW 1501 - Extreme Reach Development
– DW 2301 - Deepwater Riserless Light Well Intervention
– DW 1502 - Coil Tubing Drilling and Intervention System
– DW 2502 - Modeling and Simulation of Managed Pressure Drilling for 

Improved Design, Risk Assessment, Training and Operations
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UDW Advisory Committee 
Comments, cont’d

• “More emphasis on achieving grand challenge R&D breakthroughs”
– DW 1201 – Wax Control
– DW 1302 – Ultrahigh Conductivity Umbilicals
– DW 1401 - Carbon Fiber Wrapped High Pressure Drilling and Production Riser

Qualification Program
– DW 1501 - Extreme Reach Development
– DW 1902 - Deep Sea Hybrid Power System

• “Increase emphasis on drilling and completions”
– DW 1401 - Carbon Fiber Wrapped High Pressure Drilling and Production Riser

Qualification Program
– DW 1402 - Ultra-deepwater Dry Tree System for Drilling and Production in GOM
– DW 1501 - Extreme Reach Development
– DW 2301 - Deepwater Riserless Light Well Intervention
– DW 1502 - Coil Tubing Drilling and Intervention System
– DW 2502 - Modeling and Simulation of Managed Pressure Drilling for Improved 

Design, Risk Assessment, Training and Operations
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“Stovepipe” Concern

• Significantly extend subsea tieback distances - surface 
host elimination 

• Dry trees and risers in 10,000’ wd
• Cost effective wellbore/subsea intervention
• Economic 100 MMBOE developments
• Continuous Improvement

• Per wellbore recovery
• Cost reduction

Ultradeepwater Challenges
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